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The Woman's Hour: The Great Fight to Win the Vote, by Elaine Weiss
The book "The Woman's Hour: The Great Fight to Win the Vote" by Elaine Weiss is about women's struggle for political and employment rights. The author reveals the events of the American suffrage movement by focusing on Tennessee, which was the 36th state to pass the 19th Amendment (Weiss 28). Additionally, Weiss talks about progressive movements, abolition, and temperance in the 19th century.  Throughout the book, the author includes historical figures like Eleanor Roosevelt, Susan B Antony, Warren Harding, and Woodrow Wilson to demonstrate women's struggle for passage of the 19th Amendment. The book elaborates on the methods that helped the women's rights movement to succeed. Weiss explains the climax of suffragists' struggle for equal citizenship by focusing on the powerful forces used in the 19th century.  The book is not only about historical events but an inspiration for people who desires to fight for equal rights and justice.
Weiss's book is based on archival research and uses storytelling techniques to explain events of the Tennessee ratification. The narrative style helps the author to broaden the knowledge to the readers. The narrative style is the best approach when explaining historical events by providing significant examples of the ancient to reach diverse audiences. Using a narrative style, the author focused on three significant protagonists in Nashville in summer 1920.  They came to lobby Tennessee legislatures to allow women's rights to vote. The first one was Carrie Catt, leader of the National American Woman Suffrage Association (NASWA) (Weiss 10). Catt aims at completing the work of Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony.  Sue Shelton, a Tennessee suffragette who represented Paul Alice in National Woman's Party, had previously split from NASWA. Weiss also narrated the contributions of Josephine Pearson, the leader of the Tennessee State Association, which opposes women's suffrage.
Throughout Weiss's narrative, men occupied a crucial place since they are the ones who cast votes to decide whether to expand suffrage. Most Suffragettes never trusted Albert Roberts, Governor for Tennessee. Weiss argued that Albert's support for the 19th Amendment was likely to him in re-election. Additionally, the author places ratification of Tennessee debates in historical form by evaluating the women's suffrage struggle in the US. Weiss desired to use a narrative style to engage with the audience. She wanted people to understand how women and their male counterparts had to sacrifice for enfranchisement. "No doubt the future will bring more causes and repairs to American democracy and need for passionate civic activism (Weiss 335). Weiss reminds the audience how challenging it was for women to achieve the right to vote.
In her narration, Weiss acknowledges three women characters.  Carrie Catt succeeded Susan Antony. Although Catt had a heart condition, she spends most of her life working for women's suffrage. Catt, a poised orator, strategist, and calm woman, was acknowledged as the "chief" by her colleagues (Weiss 16). According to Catt, a polite and subtle approach was the best way to win the war for suffrage from the legislators. Josephine Pearson also plays a significant role in Weiss's writings. Pearson was conservative with white supremacy values and promised her mother to fight against Women Suffrage Movement. Pearson believed that the right to vote for women will be of no advantage and weakens the power of states. Lastly, Weiss acknowledges Sue Shelton as the primary character in the fight for women's suffrage. Sue understood what was to be done to win the fight against ratification in Tennessee. She spent her life in Tennessee and worked in courts, and met with political players. 
Public relations, lobbying, and grassroots techniques organized by suffragettes played a significant role in the 19th Amendment. Strong personalities of women such as Carrie Catt, who fought hard, made significant contributions to the passage of the 19th Amendment. She never gave up, and after failing the first time, she continued to push for the amendments. The combined efforts of Mollie and Catt in 1917 succeed in the New York Campaign, which convicted politicians that women suffrage was gaining momentum.  The anti-movement conflicts also contributed to the pass of the 19th Amendment since every group challenged the other with ideas. For example, Pearson's idea that women's enfranchisement was likely to weaken the powers of states made women strive hard and push for the 19th amendments. Political organizing around the Nashville state house helped to push the 19th Amendment.
The narrative style used by Weiss helped to strengthen the main arguments of the book. Historical events are well understood in narrated forms. It helps the readers to understand some of the driving factors that led to the women's enfranchisement process. Additionally, narrative styles help in persuasion, and the author's points are well understood. Using narrative allows the author to capture significant events and struggles of women before the passage of the 19th Amendment.
Summing up, the book "The Woman's Hour: The Great Fight to Win the Vote" examines women's struggle for political and employment rights. Throughout the book, the author includes historical figures like Eleanor Roosevelt, Susan B Antony, Warren Harding, and Woodrow Wilson. The narrative style is the best approach while explaining historical events by providing significant examples of the ancient to reach diverse audiences. Using a narrative style, the author focused on three significant protagonists in Nashville in summer 1920. According to Catt, a polite and subtle approach was the best way to win the war for suffrage from the legislators. On the other hand, Pearson believed that the right to vote for women will be of no advantage and weakens the power of states. The author places ratification of Tennessee debates in historical form by evaluating the women's suffrage struggle in the US.
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